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Xi’s Eurasia tour enhances regional 
cooperation

across Eurasia. Current EEU 
member countries include Russia, 
Belarus, Kazakhstan and Armenia.

Xi and Russian leaders pledged 
to maintain continuous and stable 
economic growth in the region, 
strengthen regional economic 
integration and safeguard peace 
and stabili ty  throughout  the 
Eurasian continent.

The joint statement, another 
major development in the “Belt 
and Road” initiatives in Eurasia, 
is of important and far-reaching 

significance, Chinese Foreign 
Minister Wang Yi said.

The two countries also signed a 
series of cooperation deals in areas 
including energy, transportation, 
space exploration, finance and 
media. 

I n  M o s c o w,  X i  a l s o  m e t 
with representatives of Russian 
experts who once worked in 
China. Xi hailed contributions of 
Russian experts to China’s early 
development and the traditional 
f r iendship  between  the  two 
peoples. Xi lauded those experts 
as “messengers of peace between 
China and Russia” and “sincere 
friends of the Chinese people.”

During Xi’s visit to Belarus – 
the first visit to the country by a 
Chinese president in 14 years – 
both Xi Jinping and his Belarusian 
counterpart, Alexander Lukashenko, 
pledged to combine strategies 
of development and boost the 
comprehensive strategic partnership 
between their two countries.

The two countries agreed to 
cooperate further, particularly on 
their largest cooperative project, 
the construction of an industrial 
park near Minsk.

The 91.5-square-kilometer 
industrial park will focus on 
developing  the  e lec t ron ics , 
b i o m e d i c i n e  a n d  c h e m i c a l 
industries among others. China 
and Belarus have also agreed to 
establish the park as a model for 
the Silk Road Economic Belt.

Ch ina -Be la r us  t r ade  now 
amounts to US$4.5 billion and 
is growing at a double-digit rate 
year-on-year.

I r i n a  N o v i k o v a ,  h e a d  o f 
the Department of  Economic 

Theory at Belarus’s Academy 
of Public Administration, said 
that  the China-init iated Silk 
Road Economic Belt is directly 
beneficial to the development of 
Belarusian logistics, transportation 
and telecommunications.

The economic belt has also 
provided China with transportation 
infrastructure that will enhance 
its ability to access the markets of 
Eurasian Economic Commission 
and European Union countries, 
Novikova added.

Nearly 90 cooperation deals 
were signed during Xi’s three-
nation visit, and concrete progress 
on several projects indicates that 
the ambitious blueprint for the Silk 
Road Economic Belt is already 
being progressively implemented, 
said Wu Hongwei, a researcher 
a t  the  Ins t i tu te  of  Russian, 
Eastern European and Central 

Asian Studies under the Chinese 
Academy of Social Sciences.

The  f r u i t f u l  r esu l t s  ha ve 
demonstrated China’s sincerity and 
determination to jointly build the 
Silk Road Economic Belt with the 
three countries, Foreign Minister 
Wang Yi said. He added that this 
cooperation will continue to inject 
fresh vitality into the development 
of the continent and will boost 
regional cooperation.
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Xi Jinping, general secretary of the 
Communist Party of China (CPC) 
Central Committee, also Chinese 
president, made a six-day Eurasian 
trip from May 7 to May 12, which 
brought him to Kazakhstan, Russia 
and Belarus, has solidified deals 
and secured support for China’s 
“Belt and Road” initiatives by 
further promoting mutual political 
trust and practical cooperation 
between China and the three 
countries he visited.

The “Belt and Road” initiatives, 
formally known as the Silk Road 
Economic Belt and the 21st Century 
Maritime Silk Road, were high on 
Xi’s agenda during his trip.

The Silk Road Economic Belt 
concept was first proposed by 
President Xi during his visit to 
Kazakhstan in September 2013. 
The initiative aims to boost trade 
cooperation and cultural exchange 
along the ancient Silk Road trade 
route that stretches northwest 
from China’s coastal area through 
Central Asia, the Middle East and 
on to Europe. 

Twenty months later, Xi and his 
Kazakh counterpart, Nursultan 
Nazarbayev, agreed to step up 
cooperation on the Eurasian mega-
project.

“We are ready to align the Silk 
Road Economic Belt initiative 
to Kazakhstan’s new economic 
policy of the Bright Road so as to 
achieve common development and 
prosperity on the basis of equality 
and reciprocity,” Xi said.

China is currently the third-
largest investor in Kazakhstan, 
with total investment exceeding 
US$26 billion. Kazakhstan, also 
China’s first investment destination 
in Eurasia, is home to more than 
700 companies solely or jointly 
funded by Chinese investors. 

Development  coopera t ion 
between China and Kazakhstan 
received a tremendous boost after 
the Silk Road Economic Belt 
initiative was unveiled. Both sides 
reached a preliminary consensus 
on a basic capacity cooperation 
agreement worth more than US$14 
billion in late 2014.

The agreement, which was signed 
during Chinese Premier Li Keqiang’s 
visit to Kazakhstan, focused on 
the construction of infrastructure, 
highways and housing.

The two countries also signed 33 
industrial cooperation deals worth 
US$23.6 billion during Kazakh 
Prime Minister Karim Masimov’s 
visit to China this March. The 
deals include cooperation in 
several industrial sectors including 
steel, non-ferrous metals, sheet 
glass, oil refining, hydropower and 
automobile manufacture.

In Moscow, Xi and Russian 
President Vladimir Putin signed 
a joint statement on integrating 
the  Bel t  in i t ia t ive  wi th  the 
Eurasian Economic Union (EEU) 
framework, Russia’s vision of a 
trade and infrastructure network 

Chinese President Xi Jinping (L) holds talks with Kazakh President Nursultan 
Nazarbayev in Astana, Kazakhstan, May 7, 2015.

President Xi also attended the 
grand Victory Day parade at 
Moscow’s Red Square on May 9 
along with leaders of more than 20 
countries, regions and international 
organizations.

Xi’s attendance shows great 
respect for the suffering, memories 
and  vic tor ies  shared  by  the 
Chinese and Russian people during 
World War II, wrote Heiko Khoo, 
a British historian and columnist, 
in a column for China.org.cn. 

Ch ina  a l so  p l a ns  t o  ho ld 
similar events in September to 
celebrate hard-earned victory 
in the war’s Asian theater. The 
commemorations in Russia and 
in China aim to remember history 
and pay tribute to the conflict’s 
mar tyrs  whi le  saf eguarding 
hard-earned peace and ushering 
in a bright future of peace and 
development for all mankind 
alongside people of all nations, 
Wang Yi said.

Some 112 members of China’s 
guards of honor joined the parade 
in Moscow and marched through 
Red Square. I t  was the f irst 
time that Chinese soldiers have 
participated in a Russian Victory 
Day parade.

During his meeting with Xi, 
Putin clearly pointed out that, just 

like the Soviet Union, China made 
very significant contributions to 
victory in World War II.

Kazakh President Nursultan 
Nazarbayev said he supports 
China’s commemorative events in 
September, which will honor the 
Chinese people’s contributions to 
victory in World War II.

Belarusian President Alexander 
Lukashenko also spoke highly of 
the Chinese people’s contributions 
to the resolution of the war, and he 
similarly extended his support for 
China’s commemoration activities 
later this year.

Chinese President Xi Jinping (C, front) meets with representatives of Russian experts who once worked in China and their 
relatives in Moscow, Russia, on May 8, 2015.

Chinese President Xi Jinping and Belarusian President Alexander Lukashenko 
visited the China-Belarus Industrial Park in Minsk, capital of Belarus, May 12, 
2015.
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Xi calls for community of shared destiny 
across Taiwan Strait
Xi Jinping, general secretary of the 
Communist Party of China (CPC) 
Central Committee, offered five 
proposals for the development of 
the mainland-Taiwan relationship 
when he met visiting Kuomintang 
(KMT) Chairman Eric Chu in 
Beijing on May 4.

The meeting was the f i rst 
between Xi and Chu, attracting 
broad attention and expectations.

The two sides of  the strait 
should stick to the path of peaceful 
development under the 1992 
Consensus and oppose “Taiwan 
independence”, Xi said.

Both sides of the Taiwan Strait, 
as well as the CPC and KMT, 
should be confident and increase 
mutual trust  to maintain the 
peaceful development of cross-
strait relations and work together 
to build a community of shared destiny, Xi said, offering five proposals to 
accomplish the goal.

Chu agreed the two sides of the strait are both Chinese and belong to a 
community of shared destiny. He expressed the hope that both sides could 
work together, on the basis of the 1992 Consensus, for regional peace, 
environmental protection and economic integration, so that the progress 
of cross-strait relations will benefit more ordinary people, including 
young people and small businesses.

Xi’s five proposals for the mainland-Taiwan relationship are:

One China principle
Adhering to the 1992 Consensus and opposing “Taiwan independence” 
are the political foundation for cross-strait relations, Xi said, describing 
the 1992 Consensus as a prerequisite for the CPC to engage with Taiwan 
authorities and political parties. He called for both sides to be on high 
alert against statements such as “one country on each side” and “one 
China, one Taiwan”, which will not bring peace or development.

Giving priority to Taiwan
Xi said the mainland is willing to take the lead in sharing development 
opportunities with Taiwan compatriots. He offered that mainland is 

willing to give priority to Taiwan 
in opening up. “Our efforts to open 
up to Taiwan compatriots will be 
bigger,” Xi said, calling for efforts 
to create more opportunities for 
ordinary people, small businesses, 
farmers, fishermen and young 
people who want to start their 
own career. He also proposed 
that the two sides make proper 
arrangements concerning Taiwan’s 
participation in regional economic 
cooperation without violating the 
One China principle.

Exchanges with heart and 
soul
Xi proposed the two sides improve 
their people-to-people engagement 
and strengthen people’s identity 
r ega rd ing  Ch inese  cu l t u r e , 
tradition and the nation. More 

efforts should be made to facilitate exchanges between common people, 
especially for young people to understand each other, work with each 
other and become good friends, he said.

Courage to deal with political differences 
Both the CPC and KMT should be brave when facing lingering political 
differences and difficulties, pool the wisdom of compatriots from both 
sides and actively search for a solution, he said. The two sides of the 
strait, as well as the two parties, should look to the bigger picture, build 
common ground and minimize differences so that they can enhance 
political mutual trust.

Common mission for national revival
Xi said he is confident that the Chinese nation will be revived in the 
near future if all Chinese work together, including people on both sides 
of the strait. “We hope that the CPC and KMT can share the sacred 
responsibility to revive the Chinese nation, improve people’s welfare and 
safeguard peace across the strait,” he said.

Their meeting came a full decade after Xi’s predecessor, Hu Jintao, 
and then KMT chairman Lien Chan shook hands and talked in the first 
rendezvous between top leaders of the two parties in 60 years.

Xi Jinping (R), general secretary of the Communist Party of China Central 
Committee, meets Kuomintang (KMT) Chairman Eric Chu on May 4, 2015 in 
Beijing.

China awards model workers

Chinese President Xi Jinping, Premier Li Keqiang and other senior leaders issue 
certificates of honor to national model workers during an award ceremony, which 
was held ahead of Worker’s Day on May 1, in Beijing, April 28, 2015.

On April 28, 2,968 model workers were recognized at a ceremony 
attended by China’s top leaders ahead of the Labor Day national holiday 
which falls on May 1. 

Senior leaders, including General Secretary Xi Jinping of the 
Communist Party of China (CPC) Central Committee, Premier Li 
Keqiang, as well as members of the Standing Committee of the Political 
Bureau of the CPC Central Committee Zhang Dejiang, Yu Zhengsheng, 
Liu Yunshan, Wang Qishan and Zhang Gaoli, attended the event.

The last time model workers were honored in such a high profile way 
was 36 years ago, when China’s economic activities were returning to 
normal after the wreckage of the Cultural Revolution.

In a speech of more than 5,000 words at the ceremony, Xi Jinping 
called on the nation to respect all workers, and promised to protect 
workers’ interests, increase their wages and realize the Chinese Dream 
through the concrete results of their tireless endeavors.

Xi described the working class and “the broadest masses of the people” 
as the fundamental force behind economic growth and the basis for social 
stability. Physical labor and intelligence are of equal importance, and are 
worthy of being respected and remembered, he said.

Workers’ interests shall be further guaranteed and development shall 
benefit more workers to motivate creativity and foster enthusiasm, Xi 
promised.

He also urged governments at all levels to create more job opportunities 
and improve working conditions, including training, safety and salaries.

The president mentioned that a high-quality labor force with increased 
knowledge and advanced skills would support sustainable development, 
and vowed to take more measures to help cultivate talented workers.

Xi stressed in his speeches that the entire country can rely on the 
working class and uphold the idea that hard work is the most honorable, 
noblest, greatest and most beautiful virtue. 

Gong Fangbin, a professor from the National Defense University, noted 
that while a country as populous as China is shifting from a demographic 
dividend to a talent dividend, highly skilled and dedicated workers are 
very precious. He said that the high value Xi placed on hard work will 
lead to a positive outlook for the country’s labor force.

Xi also highlighted the importance of unions, demanding stronger 
labor unions to connect common workers and the CPC more closely. He 
called on labor unions to fulfill their duties to protect workers’ interests, 
maintain close relations with common workers and establish friendships 
with foreign counterparts.

Chairing the meeting, Premier Li Keqiang expressed the hope that the 
nation could learn from the spirit of the model workers and strive for 
more achievements and improved livelihoods.

He called for stimulating social innovation and market vitality, saying 
that respecting workers and promoting entrepreneurship will help 
promote economic growth.

Li Wanjun, a welder from China CNR Corporation Limited, was one 
of the model workers honored at the ceremony. He called on his fellow 
workers to be more innovative and more diligent while pursuing the 
Chinese Dream.

The range of model workers has become much wider and more 
diversified as emerging industries such as the Internet industry have 
developed fast. Among the workers who received awards, there are 
scientists, technicians, ordinary workers and also leading talents from 
Internet companies and inheritors of intangible cultural heritages. There 
were 5.1 percent more front line workers from enterprises than last year, 
and 17.7 percent more migrant workers. 

http://www.idcpc.org.cn/index.htm
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Li’s visit strengthens China-Latin America ties

Chinese Premier Li Keqiang delivers a speech at the Economic Commission for Latin America and the 
Caribbean (ECLAC), in Santiago, Chile, May 25, 2015.

Chinese Premier Li Keqiang’s visits to Brazil, 
Colombia, Peru and Chile have deepened 
mutual political trust and tightened economic 
ties, which serve the best interests of both 
China and Latin America.

The four countries are China’s closest 
economic and trade partners in Latin America, 
accounting for 57 percent of China’s total trade 
with the region in 2014. Brazil is China’s largest 
trading partner in Latin America. Chile and 
Peru have free trade pacts with China, while 
Colombia and China started a feasibility study 
of a Sino-Colombian free trade agreement 
(FTA) during Li’s visit. 

The tour upgraded Sino-Latin American 
cooperation in terms of production capacity and 
equipment manufacturing. China will establish 
a fund specifically for production capacity 
collaboration, which will offer financing of 
US$30 billion in total to support bilateral 
projects in this field.

This is Li’s first visit to Latin America since 
he assumed the premiership in 2013. He arrived 
in Brasilia, capital of Brazil, on May 18, for the 
first leg of his nine-day tour.

During his tour, China and Brazil signed 
more than 30 agreements and a joint action 
plan, which included trade agreements worth 
about US$27 billion.

“China is willing to cooperate with Brazil in 
industrial sectors such as automobiles, steel and 
construction materials,” Li said at a seminar on 
May 20 with Chinese and Brazilian corporate 
leaders in Rio de Janeiro. “We hope not only to 
export advanced technologies and equipment 
to Brazil, but also to set up factories and 
streamline production to help create jobs.” 

In return, China is willing to import beef and 
other competitive products from Brazil, Li said.

Trade, however, is just one aspect of 
deepening bilateral ties. China and Brazil 
have continued to expand people-to-people 
and cultural exchanges in recent years, with 
increasing pragmatic cooperation in this field.

During Xi’s visit to Brazil in July 2014, he 
announced the provision of 6,000 government 
scholarships for Latin American and Caribbean 
nations in five years, in addition to a training 
program for 6,000 people from the region.

Brazil, in the meantime, plans to send 5,000 
students to China under a project named 
“Science Without Borders.” Currently, there 
are 10 Confucius Institutes in Brazil, and two 
Confucius classrooms in other institutions.

China and Colombia signed 12 agreements 
in areas including trade, production capacity, 
infrastructure construction, culture, education, 
science and technology, agriculture and finance. 
The two governments issued a joint declaration 
after the talks between visiting Chinese Premier 
Li Keqiang and Columbian President Juan 
Manuel Santos in Bogota, capital of Colombia, 
on May 21.

China is now Colombia’s second-largest trade 
partner and bilateral trade increased almost 50 
percent year on year, reaching US$15.6 billion 
in 2014.

“China is willing to import more agricultural 
products from Colombia, such as coffee,” Li 
said. He said he hoped to see Colombian soccer 
players and coaches come to China to help the 
country improve its soccer prowess.

Santos said that Li is the highest-level 
Chinese leader to visit the country in 30 years, 
and his trip will be a milestone in bilateral ties. 
“Colombia highly values China’s influence in 
the Asia-Pacific region,” he added.

This year marks the 35th anniversary of the 
establishment of diplomatic relations between 
China and Colombia.

Li said that China is willing to enhance 
political mutual trust and practical cooperation, 
expand people-to-people exchanges and closely 
coordinate and cooperate with Colombia in 
international and regional affairs, so as to 
better benefit the two peoples amid reaffirmed 
friendship.

In an effort to promote nongovernmental 

communication, the two sides plan to enhance 
art exchanges in the fields of music and stage 
performance, and circus and film shows, and 
to intensify academic exchanges from 2015 to 
2018.

In Lima, Li and Peruvian President Ollanta 
Humala witnessed the signing of 10 agreements 
on investments, transportation, hydroelectric 
power development, agriculture and education 
after their two-hour meeting.

Since the China-Peru FTA took effect in 
2010, China has become Peru’s main supplier 
of capital goods and its leading investor, with 
Chinese investment totaling US$14 billion. 
China is now Peru’s second largest trading 
partner, its largest export market and its second 
largest source of imports. Bilateral trade 
reached US$14.66 billion in 2013, a year-on-
year rise of 6.3 percent.

Peruvian economist Fernando Gonzales-
Vigil said the China-Peru FTA will diversify 
domestic production, an objective set by the 
Peruvian government through boosting non-
traditional exports, such as seaweed meal, giant 
squid, fruit and vegetables, in order to reduce 
Peru’s reliance on raw material exports.

Both sides also agreed to launch a feasibility 
study for a transoceanic railroad linking Peru’s 
Pacific Ocean ports with Brazil’s Atlantic Ocean 
facilities.

“The construction of the railroad will expand 
bilateral trade and people exchanges between 
China and South America, especially with the 
countries along the Atlantic coast,” Li said after 
the signing ceremony.

While visiting Chile, the last leg of his four-
nation tour, Li and Chilean President Michelle 
Bachelet witnessed the signing of cooperation 
agreements in fields such as politics, economy, 
trade, finance, culture, science and technology. 
Both sides agreed to upgrade the FTA which 
was signed 10 years ago to cover more products 
and offer more tax cuts.

Chile is China’s third-largest trading partner, 
second largest source of imports and third 
largest export market in the region, while 
China ranks as Chile’s first trade partner and 
largest buyer of copper products. Last year, the 
bilateral trade volume reached US$34.1 billion, 
five times the volume in 2005.

Both leaders also attended a ceremony 
marking the 45th anniversary of China-Chile 
relations. “We want to continue along this same 
path, strengthening and expanding our ties, our 
exchanges, and our knowledge of each other,” 
said Chilean President Bachelet.

More bilateral exchanges can also be seen in 
the field of culture, with 2015 declared the Year 
of Chinese Culture in Chile. So far this year, six 
troupes of Chinese artists have traveled to Chile 
to give performances, said Li Baorong, Chinese 
ambassador to Chile.

Li’s visit comes about four months after the 
first ministerial meeting of the Forum of China 
and the Community of Latin American and 
Caribbean States in Beijing, where China and 
Latin American countries agreed to increase 
their trade to US$500 billion by 2025.

http://www.idcpc.org.cn/index.htm
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China delivers aid to 
quake-hit Nepal

Major events in May

May 5: Xi highlights ‘big picture’ in 
reform drive
Key words: reform, Four 
Comprehensives
Chinese President Xi Jinping called on officials to 
view the country’s reform drive in the context of “a 
larger picture” in order to deepen reforms.

May 16: China, India sign 24 deals after 
Li-Modi meeting
Key words: Li Keqiang, Modi, India
China and India reached a number of practical 
agreements during Indian Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi’s first visit to China since he took 
office.

May 17: Chinese president meets John 
Kerry on Sept. visit 
Key words: Xi Jinping, John Kerry, 
China-US ties
Chinese President Xi Jinping met with U.S. 
Secretary of State John Kerry in Beijing, discussing 
his forthcoming state visit to the United States in 
September.

May 19: ‘Made in China 2025’ plan 
unveiled
Key words: Made in China 2025, 
manufacturing
China’s State Council unveiled a ten-year national 
plan, Made in China 2025, designed to transform 
China from a manufacturing giant into a world 
manufacturing power. 

May 26: China issues its first white 
paper on military strategy
Key words: white paper, military
China issued its first white paper on military 
strategy, stressing “active defense” and pledging 
closer international security cooperation.

May 27: China’s anti-graft drive zooms 
in on ‘flies’
Key words: corruption, CPC, grassroots
An official with the Communist Party of China 
(CPC)’s anti-graft watchdog demanded greater 
efforts to uncover corruption cases at the 
grassroots level and penalize officials involved.

Workers of International Red Cross step off a helicopter from an army aviation brigade of the Chengdu 
Military Region of the People’s Liberation Army of China in Kathmandu, capital of Nepal, on May 13, 2015. 
Three Chinese military helicopters of the brigade evacuated 108 people from several areas in Nepal, a day 
after a fresh 7.5-magnitude earthquake. 

In the past, China was powerless to provide 
help to neighboring countries in urgent need. 
In recent years, the country’s rapid economic 
growth has enabled it to contribute more to 
disaster relief. The world’s second-largest 
economy is now more willing to and capable 
of  assuming a larger role in building “a 
community of common destiny.” 

The concept of “community of common 
destiny” was first proposed by the Communist 
Party of China at its 18th National Congress in 
2012. The CPC delegates called on all countries 
to pursue common development by seeking 
common ground, setting aside their differences 
and sharing both weal and woe because 
humankind currently lives in a global village, a 
space in which history and reality converge and 
all members are closely interconnected

By rushing to Nepal’s aid, China is honoring 
its promises to help create a community 
of common destiny. Its prompt and swift 
relief and assistance to quake-stricken Nepal 
have won applause and respect from the 
Nepalese government and people and from the 
international community.

Nepalese President Ram Baran Yadav said, 
“I would like to extend my sincere thanks 
and gratitude to the people of China... for the 
support that we have got here in this difficult 
time of natural calamities.”

“The Chinese have won the hearts of the 
Nepalese by showing a great contribution in a 
time of unimaginable disaster,” said Govinda 
Bhandari, a resident of Manamaiju, Kathmandu, 
one of the areas worst affected by the quake. 

“In terms of public health support, I would 

On April 25, an 8.1-magnitude earthquake 
struck Nepal. As of May 17, the massive 
earthquake and its strong aftershocks had killed 
or contributed to the deaths of more than 8,500 
people and had caused billions of dollars in 
damage to the landlocked country. 

The Chinese people know the destruction and 
sorrow that natural disasters like this bring, as 
the effects of the 2008 Wenchuan earthquake 
still linger painfully in the memories of many. 
After the earthquake, China lost no time 
in sending rescue teams and relief supplies 
to Nepal while it strove to launch rescue 
operations in its own quake-impacted Tibet 
Autonomous Region.

On the afternoon of April 26, one day 
after the earthquake, a 62-member China 
International Search and Rescue Team arrived 
in Nepal, becoming the first heavily-equipped 
international rescue team to reach Kathmandu. 
During their stay, they rescued two survivors 
from the rubble, treated more than 2,700 
victims, and cleared about 430 structures. 
Meanwhile, a team of Chinese quake relief 
armed police restored traffic flow to a highway 
linking China and Nepal that became a lifeline 
for Nepalese people waiting for aid in quake-hit 
areas.

As of May 7, the Chinese government had 
sent 1,088 rescue and relief personnel and 500 
tons of relief supplies worth 60 million yuan 
(US$9.7 million) to Nepal. This is the biggest 
international humanitarian rescue and relief 
operation that China has conducted since the 
founding of the People’s Republic of China in 
1949. 

like to thank China in this emergency for 
cooperation with the WHO and the Nepal 
government,” said Roderico Ofrin, the WHO’s 
Emergency Health Response Manger.

“China has been a very good neighbor to 
Nepal, coming straight away to the support 
of Nepal in the aftermath of the catastrophe,” 
said Helen Clark, United Nations Development 
Programme Administrator.

We welcome your suggestions and advice. Please e-mail any such comments to chinainsight_cn@163.com.

Yan Huiqin: top state banquet chef
It would be difficult to look at Yan Huiqin’s resume without being amazed. Over the past three decades, as a 
chef, she has laid on more than 500 state banquets, serving some 300 foreign leaders.

Yan Huiqin, a member of the Communist Party of China (CPC), is a state-level chef who has been awarded 
such honors as “National Labor Model”, “Specialty Talent of Shanghai” and “The Golden Goblet Award for 
Chefs,” all attributed to her diligence and innovation.

Yan, a Shanghai native, studies many different kinds of cooking and creates dishes in a balanced mix of styles. 
Each time she prepares for a state banquet, she carefully researches the culinary requirements of the visiting 
country. For her, an understanding of traditional ingredients, preferred flavors and dietary habits will hold the 
key to a well-prepared banquet.

Preparing banquets for the guests at the 2010 Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO) Summit left Yan 
scratching her head, as Yan recalled. Some guests didn’t eat seafood, some were vegetarians, and one first lady 
was even allergic to strawberries. However, Yan, experienced and innovative as always, prepared several “Just 
for You” menus and every guest was satisfied.

Former French President Jacques Chirac once praised Yan’s cooking as an art.
Yan Huiqin
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